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CHAPTER X.
THR PROPHROY.

The Mue A'Vprea was a surging turmell.
\ . Bwarms of oagor, anxious peonle thronged the
i #troat and the ramparts, where an Irregular
' eloud of white smoke hung, half concealing tha
’ *Prophet.” A company of line soldlers wers driv-
i ) ing the crowd back to the sidewalk, a mounted
gohdarme shoutsd orders and wheeled his horse
right and laft, white gloved hand raiped, the
gronade on hiy baldrick glitterlng ke a lve
ooal. From overywhers came & murmur, grow-
ing louder, deoper, more perslatent. *"The Prus-
slansl The Prussians! The Prussians!” un.
ti] the monatonoius chant swept from the Porte
Fougo to the Prince Murat barracks like the
thrill of & tanse chord,"deen strung, trembling,
wibrating In the arched aky,
“The Uhlans were signilled near I'Hay, 'oried
& boy, ralaihg himself on the palnt of hin woodsn
shoos to catoh a glimpse of the ' Prophat."'
“Oan one see the Prusslans out there!" asked
woman, Jooking up anxiously at Hllde, who
from the window,
“T mee notling, madame,” roplled Hilde,
faintly.
“They're there,” Inslsted a man ina blus blouse,
*The Prussians are in Meudon woods, madams,*
“Who saw them!'' nskod a doren volces at

H
“Howdo I know! Everybody says they're
there."”

*“They're over by thst splre-—one could see
thom with a glass,” sald an old man, who imme-
dintely bocama the centre of attention.

“What spirel”’ demanded the man In the blue
blouse,

“Can you oo themi!  Are there many! anked
moother,

“The Uhlans! The Uhlana!" shouted the
orowd,

Hilde, lsaning from the shattered window,
Jooked down at the surging throngs balow, and
thon out across tho valley of the Bibvre, spar-
kling with dimmed brilliancy under ita veil of
hage, She saw nothing excepl patchen of woodn,
white spires, and chackored felda flecked with
minty sunshine,

Yolotte spoke calmly beside bor. *'Wo munt
fill all the window framea with panocs of oiled
paper. If they firo again there will ba no usa
baving glass put In."”

In the siresl below an ofMcer with gold lace
en his erimson ecap rode slowly through the
! gentra of the crowd, repeating: “Go back, mes-
' slours; Lhere is nothing Lo ses. The Prussinns
bave not been signalled; the marines are only
practising to get the range.”

“No Prussiansl” exclaimed the man in the
blue blouse. A disgusted laugh ran through
the crowd.

*NMats! I'm going back, then,"” sald a young
butetar, tying his apron tighter; “we'll have
plenty of time'to ses M. Bismarck later."

The ecrowd slowly dissolved, melting away
Httle by Uctle, leaving a group of hopelesaly
] curlous gaminns at the Porte Rouge, the bar-
L} racks, and as near to the “Prophel” as the

A eannoneers would permit,

i | Bo, nftar all, the Prusslans were not In sight.
The crowd appeared to be good humored, but a

¢ Lttie disappointed, for they had come o see

K pomething, and nuw wers obliged to retire un-

mpatisfled. Curloslty prevalled In upite of dread

~that insatiable curiosity of the Parislans, so

sasily satisfled, so soon changed to ennul,

The shot from the bastions had aroused the
whaole elty; even Bourke and Harewood, loung-
ing on the tarrace abhove the palace’of St. Zloud,
heard the distant report and saw the white
smoke curling np along the battleaments bahind

!
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